Oedipus Rex- Questions
A. PROLOGUE --pp.204-211

1. What is the crisis in Thebes these days?

2. Why is the Priest selected to speak for the people?

3. What do the citizens and the Priest want from King Oedipus?

4. How does Oedipus respond to this request?

5. According to Creon, what previous crisis in Thebes explains why the murderer of King Laius was never tracked down?

B.  
PARADOS –pp. 209-211

1. To which gods does the Chorus pray?

2. Which of these gods is the one the Chorus especially implores?

Why?

3. What does the Chorus hope this god will do?

C.
SCENE 1 – pp. 211-220

1. What is Oedipus’ “proclamation” regarding “any man (who) knows by whose hand Laius, son of Labdacus, met his death”?

2. What does Oedipus propose to do “if any man … disobeys this edict”?

3. Note lines   245-254.  According to Oedipus, why is he especially motivated to find Laius’ killer?

4. For whom does Oedipus send, upon Creon’s recommendation?

5. Who is Teiresias?

6. Why does Oedipus become so impatient with Teiresias?

7. According to Oedipus, what connection probably exists between Creon and Teirisias?

8. What bizarre predictions does Teiresias make regarding the murderer of Laius?
D. ODE 1- pp 219-220
1. Who does the Chorus support here in this section? Why?

A. SCENE 2 – pp 221 – 233

1. What is the gist of the initial conversation between Creon and Oedipus?

2. What is Jocasta’s advice to Oedipus regarding Creon?

3. What is the Choragos’ (leader of the chorus) advice to Oedipus regarding Creon?

4. When Jocasta asks Oedipus what has upset him so, what does Oedipus tell her?

5. What does Jocasta tell Oedipus to comfort him?

6. During this speech, what piece of information does Jocasta mention to Oedipus the “chill(s) (him) to the heart”?

7. What horrible possibility does Oedipus suspect might be true?

8. What element/detail about Laius’ death, do Oedipus and Jocasta want to ask the Shepherd? Why?
B.   ODE 2 – pp. 234 - 235

1. For what does the Chorus seem to be praying in Strophe 1?

In Antistrophe 1?

2. In Strophe 2, which advice does the Chorus give to “mortals”?

3. In Antistrophe 2, What big religious crisis do Thebans face?

          End of Part I
Part II
A. SCENE 3 – pp. 237- 245

1. What “good” news does the Messenger give Jocasta?

2. According to Oedipus, why is this news not good enough?

3. What further “good” news does the Messenger next give to Oedipus?

4. Why is all the good news really bad news for Oedipus?

5. Why doesn’t Jocasta want Oedipus to send for the shepherd?

6. What does Oedipus think Jocasta motive is?

B. ODE 3-- p.246

            According to the Chorus, who might be Oedipus’ real parents, considering that    when he was a baby he was found on Mount Cithaeron?

C.  SCENE 4 -- pp.246-250

      
What does the shepherd reveal to Oedipus?

D.  ODE 4 – pp250-252

For what does the Chorus mourn in the ode?  List 2-5 possibilities and the line number which suggests them to you.

EXODUS – pp252-262

1. What news about Jocasta does the Second Messenger bring?

2. Give several details of Jocasta’s death.

3. What news does this messenger give regarding Oedipus?
4. List 3-5 specific horrors of his life that Oedipus reviews in this episode.

5. For what favors does Oedipus ask Creon regarding:

a. Jocasta’s body –

b. Oedipus’s sons – 

c. Oedipus’s daughters – 

d. Oedipus himself – 

6. How does Creon react to each of these questions?

7. Who seems to be in charge at the end of the play?

8. According to the Choragos, what lesson can man learn from Oedipus’s tragedy?
